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Why is the food environment relevant?
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Measuring the food environment:  macro and micro levels
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Food environment measurement:  research directions
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Epidemiology research
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Interventions and Natural Experiments
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Goals of the Measures of the Food Environment web-based compilation
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Searchable database of citations
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Categorizing the food environment
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Demonstration of the                       Measures of the Food Environment      web-based compilation
https://riskfactor.cancer.gov/mfe 
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Insights gleaned from web compilation – ‘state of the literature’
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Growth in number of research studies published (1990-2010, n=297)
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Main research directions (2009-2010, n=97)
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Geographic analysis is most prevalent methodology (2009-2010, n=97)



Page: 36

webinar_6-4-10_jr sk final3.ppt

Most studies focus on food stores, restaurants and schools (2009-2010, n=97)
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Measures used in research assessing food stores (2009-2010, n=59)
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Measures used in research assessing restaurants (2009-2010, n=43)
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Measures used in research assessing schools (2009-2010, n=20)
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Considerations at the macro level
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Complexities in defining the area of interest
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Considering the complexity of interactions with food environments
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What food outlets should be assessed?
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Identifying and mapping food outlets
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Considerations at the micro level
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What aspects at the micro level are most relevant?
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What foods should be assessed?
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What tools should be used to assess the food environment at the micro level?
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Linking to individual- or area-level data on diet, disease, or sociodemographics
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Insights from reviews and commentaries 
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How can the web-based compilation facilitate rigorous methods and validated instruments?
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Next steps for web-based compilation
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Measures of the Food Environment         web-based compilation
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